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  BIRD RINGING 7TH NOVEMBER 2020 

 
 
PRESENT:  Janine and Greg Goosen (Birdlife Northern Gauteng), Kim and Bevan Timm and family 
 (Palala), Lize and family (Umtata), Kobus (Palala), Margie and Martin Rutsch, Astrid and Erica 
 Bredenkamp, Sheila and Chris (South Street), Penny and Marcus Dekenah. 
 
 
Janine and Greg put the nets up early on Saturday morning between Glover and Zambezi bridges.  
 

 
 
Almost immediately a flock of weavers, red bishops and 
sparrows flew into the one net.  
  
It took Janine ages to untangle them and either “ring and 
fling” or bag them for measuring. It was interesting to see 
the rest of the flock sitting in the reeds calling to their 
mates (or laughing at them hanging upside down!). 
 
 
 
 

 
We were very excited to see that 2 birds were re-captured:  a White Winged Widowbird from February 
2020 and a Southern Masked Weaver from February 2019!      
      
Each ring has a unique worldwide number so anyone finding this bird/ring will be able to identify where 
and when it was tagged.  It will be so interesting if one of our Doringkloof birds is re-captured in another 
area or country. 

 

 
Bagged birds waiting to 
be processed. 
 
  
 Lovely to see up and 
coming young   birders 
taking an interest.  
 
  
Janine is a patient and 

wonderful teacher. 
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A bird being unceremoniously weighed upside down. 

 The heaviest bird on the day was a laughing dove at 

116.63gm.   

 The lightest was a tawny-flanked prinia at 9.51gm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This cute baby robin was a surprise find in the net.   

 I think we tagged one of the parents too.  

 

 

 

 

We found 2 birds with physical 

deformities.  

This cape robin chat (on the left) had a  

club foot.  

 A laughing dove (on right) 

had fine hair, possibly nesting material, 

wrapped tightly around its foot,  

causing a large growth. 

We managed to cut and  

release the constriction. 

 

 

 

 

Species ringed:  Dark Capped Bulbul, Cape Sparrow (male and female), Southern Masked Weaver 

(male and female), Southern Red Bishop (male and female), White Winged Widowbird, Cape Robin 

Chat, Tawny-Flanked Prinia, Laughing Dove. 

 

 

In total 51 birds were ringed and released on this day – a huge job!  Well done Janine.  This has increased 

the data base of birds ringed in the spruit tremendously.  All this data gets sent to SAFRING at the 

University of Cape Town. It is a wonderful resource for students and scientists.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you Janine and Greg for sharing your passion and knowledge with us.             


