
TREE IDENTIFICATION WALK   -   Saturday 14TH MARCH 2020 

 

PRESENT:  Natalie Vos (City of Tshwane Nature Conservation),  Mike Correia (CoT Nature 

Conservation), Marie, Jan, Robert and Neil de la Rey, Megan, Margie Rutsch, Janet Els, Astrid and 

Ben Bredenkamp and family, Stefan and Lisa van der Berg, Chris and Ralph Driver, Japie van der 

Westhuizen and grandson, Cathy and Trevor Cowie, Janine Goosen, Charlene Kleynhans, Louise 

van der Merwe, Penny and Marcus Dekenah 

We were fortunate to get our tree ID walk in before we all went into shut down!  Thank you very 

much Natalie for an interesting and informative talk on the indigenous trees in the Doringkloof 

Spruit.  We have quite a variety and each one has uses and benefits to man and beast.  

 

Marie planted a Dombeya rotundifolia (wild pear tree) as a token of 

the deep roots she has put down in the spruit as founder and 

chairperson of Friends of Doringkloof Spruit since 2008.  Thank you 

to Jan, Robert and Neil for supporting her all these years.  

The Dombeya is usually the first tree to flower in spring so we will 

look out for these creamy white blossoms in September. 

                             

 

Natalie always has new information to share 

with us.  Our indigenous South African game 

“evolved” with our indigenous trees so know 

which are poisonous or not.  Domestic cattle 

do not have that knowledge 

              

 

 Birds are atttacted to certain flowers.  The 

Paper bark tree has flowers that specifically 

attract sunbirds and the bar-throated apalis.            



 

 

When walking in the spruit between Outeniqua and 

Zambezi bridges you will notice signs like this one on 

some of the trees.  We have identified different 

species that grows in the spruit.  There is a lot of 

information on these notices.  It makes for an 

interesting self-guided tree walk to do with your 

family and friends. 

 

 

Indigenous trees identified in the spruit: 

1. Combretum erythrophyllum  (river bushwillow) 

2. Dombeya rotundifolia  (wild pear) 

3. Ehretia rigida (puzzlebush)   

4. Vachellia sieberiana var. woodii (paperbark thorn) – no longer called Acacia 

5. Vachellia karoo  (sweet thorn) – no longer called Acacia 

6. Olea europaea subsp. africana (wild olive) 

7. Faidherbia albida (Anatree) – the jury is out on this one, we are not certain! 

8. Buddleja salingna (olive sagewood) 

9. Euclea crispa  (blue guarri) 

10. Celtis africana (white stinkwood) 

11. Searsia pendulina (white karee) – no longer called Rhus 

12. Searsia lancea (common karee) 

 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for the morning walk and talk.  I hope it will encourage 

many more people to walk in the spruit and enjoy our beautiful nature area. 

Please remember our bird hide:  it is a wonderful place to sit and contemplate our privilege. 

 

 

 

“And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight” 

Genesis 2:8-9 

 

************************* 


