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BIRD RINGING IN DORINGKLOOF SPRUIT Saturday 22 February 2020 

Present:  Janine and Greg Goosen, Japie van der Westhuizen, Surè Pyper, Margie Rutsch, Marie de la 

Rey, Thea Jansen van Vuuren, Janie Schmidt and family, Chris and Ralph Driver,  Marcus and Penny 

Dekenah 

Janine and Greg set up the nets at about 4h45 on a cool, overcast morning.  Mike from Tshwane 

Nature conservation kindly had a narrow corridor cut through the tall grass across the spruit and it was 

a perfect position for the nets.  Most of the birds caught that morning came from this net. 

  

The nets were very successful early on in the 

morning.  A total of 38 birds were successfully 

ringed that morning, of which there were 12 

different species.  A good morning’s work. 

 

 

 

 

Janine carefully removing an entangled Cape 

robin chat.  She is an expert at untangling 

birds but one red bishop got so caught up 

that Janine had to cut the net.   

 

 

 

First things first – this red bishop gets the correct 

sized ring and it is fitted to the right leg.  Each ring 

is registered to Janine’s name and is a unique 

number worldwide for life. 

 



Checking the state of the feathers of this Karoo 

Thrush. Older birds have quite scruffy feathers.  

New feathers can be seen growing between the 

old ones.  Every measurement is carefully 

recorded. 

 

Inelegant, but effective!  Weighing one of the 

morning’s catch.   The heaviest catch of the day was 

the common minor at 78.27g and the lightest was a 

bronze mannikin at 9.22g. 

 

We were very excited to find a white throated swallow (right) 

in the nets.  These are migratory birds so one day somone  

may find this bird in Europe!  Wouldn’t it  be amazing to  

know it came from Doringkloof Spruit? 

  

This little willow warbler was a first for Doringkloof spruit. We will 

add that to our bird list. 

                     

 

Janine belongs to Birdlife Northern 

Gauteng and spends most of her 

weekends ringing birds with the group.  

She pays for all her own equipment and 

Greg has custom made various pieces for 

her.  They are a good team!  It took 3 years of training with experienced bird ringers before Janine got 

her license.  She has a wealth of knowledge and is fascinating to listen to. 

Species ringed: red bishop, white winged widow, southern masked weaver, cape robin chat, white 

throated swallow, karoo thrush, common minor, cape sparrow, willow warbler, dark capped bulbul, 

grey headed sparrow, bronze manikin. 

Thank you to everyone that joined us for a very interesting morning and particularly to Janine and 

Greg for sharing their time and passion with us.   


