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Sunday 19 May 2019 14:00-15:00 
 

 
 

 
We all gathered at the BIRD HIDE. Marcus & Penny Dekenah helped Jan, Marie & Neil de la Rey to put up the 

FoDS gazebo. Astrid Bredenkamp and daughters also lent a hand. 

          

 

We counted about 30 residents and friends who 

attended the talk.  

 

You can see the tubs on the right where the 

snakes are kept safely while in transit. 

 

Hencke Marais is a Herpetologist who loves and 

cares for his snakes. 

 

This is the 4th time FoDS have had the pleasure 

of having Hencke tell us about his snakes in 

Doringkloof Spruit. 

 

  

 

 

 

The first non venomous snake was the Brown House Snake. 

This snake has an “eye-liner” line through her eye. Yes this one he showed us was a female.  

 

 
 

She really didn’t mind Hencke handling her or gently twisting her around his fingers to show us how she kills her 

prey. Some people loved it and some were not so sure in the beginning but one thing is for sure; everybody was 

fascinated! 
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The next 2 snakes were venomous. The Puff Adder was the first one. 

 

This is a very shy and lazy snake that is more afraid of you than you of him. He likes to lie in the sun and mind his 

own business. If you had to step on this snake, he will bite you and then you have 24hrs to get to a doctor. You must 

never try to suck the venom out or use a tourniquet as this would isolate the venom which will make it more 

concentrated and you could lose a limb. 

 

The Rinkhals is a different story. Where the Puff Adder is lazy and slow, the Rinkhals is as quick as lightning and 

he can spit. So Hencke used different tools for him and also wore safety glasses. 

 

 
 

An interesting fact about a Rinkhals  is that if he perceives the “prey” to be bigger than he is, he plays dead! If you 

look carefully at the picture on the left, he is lying almost upside down, mouth open and tongue hanging out. 

Totally “morsdood vrek”! He would fool me! 

If he should bite you, you have 2hrs to get to a hospital before you go into shock and death. His venom attacks the 

heart and lung muscles by going into the blood stream. To give yourself more time you must lie still and bandage 

from the extremities of the limb / bite site towards the heart and apply a splint if it’s the leg or arm. 

This will give you an extra 2hrs.  

If he had to spit you in your eye, you must not rub the eye. Rather lie down and try to pour any drinkable liquid into 

your eye to wash it out.  

If you are in the veld, urine would also do the trick, but get to a hospital as quickly as possible! 
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AND the piece de resistance was the Rock Python. He weighs 7kg is 15yrs old and has been with Hencke since he 

was a baby! 

 

 

This Python as you 

know squeezes the 

prey to death. 

So we will respect 

him too! 

Hencke called 

everyone to come 

and touch him. As 

many people as 

possible had a 

photo taken. 

 

 

This little boy was 

called a “mini me” 

by Hencke. 

 He just wanted to 

show his snake 

book! 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank everyone who attended the snake talk for supporting 

us. 

Thank you so much Natalie, for being able to book Hencke and finding a spot 

for us in his busy schedule. Hencke presents many snake talks and 

demonstrations at schools. 

 

We hope a little bit of his enthusiasm rubbed off on us and if not at least we 

know a little bit more about what makes snakes do what they do. 

 The main thing is not to kill snakes as they are very important in our ecology 

for the control of rats and mice. 

 

If you find a snake in your house or your garden, please call the coordinator 

on the radio. He or she will call a herpetologist immediately. 

 

Until next time, take care. 

 

Regards, 

Marie 

Chairman (FoDS) 

Email :- fods@doringkloof.net 


