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STREET CAPTAINS NIGHT GAME DRIVE 

at RIETVLEI NATURE RESERVE 

                                             Friday 

                            6th April 2018 18:00-22:00 

 

 

 

PRESENT:  

Street Captains :- Jessica Viljoen, Astrid Bredenkamp, Charene Verheijen, Dave Allwright, Iaan van Niekerk, Karin van 

den Berg, Russel Marshall, Silvia Rebel, Petro Jansen,  Penny Dekenah(FoDS), Marie de la Rey(FoDS). 

Nature Guide:- Madeleen van Schalkwyk 

 

We met at 144 Palm Street where we departed at 17:00 and travelled past the SPCA back road towards Pierre van 

Ryneveld and Rietvlei. The traffic was not as bad as we had expected. 

 

After parking  behind the Lapa we gathered all our warm jackets, blankets and binoculars and walked to the front 

where we waited for Madeleen and the Safari. 
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On the way into the Nature Reserve we saw herds of Rooi 

Hartebees, Blesbuck, & Zebra. 

Then near Vlei Bridge we saw some waterbuck crashing 

through the bush obviously being chased by the cheetahs. We 

reversed along the sand road and drove around but did not 

hear or see them! 

We also saw male Ostrich in the distance. 

After dark we noticed one buffalo near the Coffee Shop and 

thought it may be a Dagga Boy (old man thrown out of the 

herd), but we soon saw a herd moving up the hill. 

Madeleen then explained they were moving because it was 

warmer higher up. We then drove down and immediately 

could feel the nip in the air! We don’t blame them at all! Winter is coming. 

In the bird department we saw a few Spotted Eagle Owls and Marsh Owls which were VERY special. 

We also saw a few Fiery-Necked Nightjars and Rufous-cheeked Nightjars. As some of us are keen birders, it was very 

much appreciated.  

 

A wonderful time was had by all. 

 

We would like to thank Natalie Vos, the Functional Head of Tshwane Nature Conservation South and Claudia at 

Rietvlei for arranging this Game Drive for FoDS which we used as a fund raiser. 

This was also a very nice opportunity for a team building exercise for the Doringkloof Street Captains to get to know 

each other. 

We would also like to thank Madeleen for accommodating us and for sharing her wealth of knowledge with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regards, 

Marie de la Rey 

(CHAIRMAN:- FODS) email:- fods@doringkloof.net     

FoDS Cell Phone:-  073 168 5346 

 


