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                         BAT CATCH AND RELEASE 

               DORINGKLOOF SPRUIT 
                           Saturday 17th February 2018 

 

 

PRESENT:- About 50 people; parents and children. 

Bat experts :- Dr Teresa Kearney, Ernest Seamark, Mariette Pretorius (Phd student). 

FoDS :- various Fods members including Committee members, Janet, Penny, Margie & 

Marie. 

 

We arrived at 17:00 to prepare the site and put up the nets. While Ernest, Mariette and 

Teresa were busy with the nets, many people asked questions. The children were very 

interested and were asking intelligent, thought provoking questions. 

 

(Above left) Nets going up – don’t get them tangled! (Above right)  A local school attended and 

Mariette chatted to them 

 

If you look at the picture on the left you can see the fine net with which they are working. It is 

made of nylon as thin as fine cotton so that bats cannot pick it up in their radar. The poles 

extend to double the height.  

While they were setting up, Teresa and Mariette showed us the instruments they would use 

with which to measure and weigh the bats; (if any are caught!). We used the daylight time to 

do this as it would have been too dark to see the instruments later. The instruments as well as 
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the nets are sterilised every time they are 

used so that diseases are not carried over to 

bats from other areas. Ernest was saying how 

he even sterilises his boots when he visits 

caves in different areas. Bats are much like 

birds or bees. They live in a certain area and 

build up immunity to any viruses or bacteria 

in that area, so if a foreign bacterium is 

brought in from somewhere else, it can wipe 

out a whole population of bats. Ernest and 

Teresa have witnessed this and say it is 

devastating!                                              

 

(Above left)  Here Ernest is demonstrating the 

Bat Detector 

And so we waited, looking up to see who would 

see the first bat!  

 

The bats were active from about 19:10, but not as many as we had hoped for. Some people 

with young children moved off to go and have some supper, and Teresa was saying, maybe we 

should try again soon especially on the same day that the grass has been cut when there will 

be many insects.....WHEN at 19:45 we heard this very calm voice from behind the tree :- “WE 

HAVE ONE!” 

(Below left) And here it  is! Those white spots are the net! (Below right) Tiny little thing! 
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Something important needs to be said here, and that is that the Bat Team have all been 

vaccinated against rabies. They also wear gloves when handling bats. This is so that both 

parties are protected against any disease. 

 

Here the bat is measured (Back of the head to the front of its nose) and weighed. 

According to this data and also the high pitched sound that it makes when in flight, it can be 

identified. Mariette did the physical measurements and Teresa recorded the data. 

The little bat was identified as an Adult Female Cape Serotine Bat, weighing 7grams! (That is 

almost as much as a spoon and a half of sugar for your tea!) 

One last thing was observed and that was her wing. This was MOST fascinating! 

 

  The skin between the “fingers” was 

incredibly thin. Thinner than any tracing paper 

you can think of. The most incredible thing 

too, was the fact that this thin delicate skin 

contained veins! This is apparently a sign that 

she is an adult.  

Even though they are most like rodents, bats 

only give birth to a single offspring every year, 

whereas rats and mice give birth to multiple 

offspring many times a year. The bat mom has 

2 teats, much like humans, as bats are also 

mammals. BUT unlike humans, who walk 

upright, bats can fly, but aren’t birds. This is most amazing! 

 

Without too much fuss she was given her freedom and released back into the wild to go back 

to her family. 

 

Then we helped pack up and went home having had a most satisfying evening with the bat 

experts and Mrs Cape Serotine. 

 

A great deal of thanks is owed to Dr Teresa Kearney and her team, as well as Ms Natalie Vos, 

the Functional Head of Nature Conservation South in Irene who gave us permission to do this 

bat catch and release in Doringkloof Spruit Nature Area. 

 

Regards, 

Marie de la Rey 

CHAIRMAN: FoDS. 


